MAXWELL PARKS AND OPEN SPACES BOARD
HELD A MEETING
THURSDAY, February 08, 2024, AT 6:00 PM

AT CITY HALL, 107 MAIN STREET, MAXWELL, IOWA

1. The meeting was called to order at 6:02p.m. by Chair, Jody Gast.

2. Roll call was answered by Jody Gast, Deb Steele, Casady Myers, and Mike Gustafson. Visitors were Kathy Smith and Sue Philpott
3. Mike Gustafson moved to approve the agenda. Deb Steele seconded. 4 ayes 
4. Casady Myers moved to approve September minutes Mike Gustafson seconded. 3 ayes one abstain-Deb Steele
5. Deb Steele moved to approve December minutes Jody Gast seconded. 2 ayes 
            two abstain-Mike Gustafson and Casady Myers
6. Business – 
a. Forrest grant application is due by March 1st- Sue Philpott suggested that the board check with the rodeo, Old Settlers and Market in the Park to see if there would be any conflict with where the trees will be planted. There was discussion about the placement of crab apple trees by the dog park.
b. Arbor Day-An official proclamation was given to Mayor Dale Higgins to proclaim April 26th as Arbor Day.  The board is applying for an Alliant Energy grant.  If we receive the grant, we should be able to plant up to 12 trees. This will take place on April 18th with a rain date of April 25th.  Deb Steele motioned to have a tree giveaway.  Mike Gustafson seconded. 4 ayes
c. Casady Myers motioned Deb Steele seconded to designate the south side of the park for bird watching.  
d. Jody Gast is working on the Paint Iowa Beautiful grant, which is sponsored by Keep Iowa Beautiful.  The paint will be supplied by Diamond Vogel.  The application is due February 12, 2024. Jody spoke with Tony Ness for suggestions on what the grant will be used for.  It was decided that the Church stand will be the project if the grant is received. 

e. There was continued discussion on how to stop the driving/parking on the north side of the dog park.

f. Discussion on where to locate primitive camping in the city park.  Casady Myers motioned to ask City Council for three primitive spots and Deb Steele seconded.  4 ayes 
7. New or Other Business
a. Concerns by the board were brought up about trucks driving on the bike trail causing damage to the trail and bridge.
b. Casady Myers brought up a concern about a hunting blind near the sewage treatment plant.
c. The swing set purchased with a grant from Story County Community Foundation should be installed by the end of March.
d. There was a discussion on a splash pad and mini golf course for future projects.
8. At 6:40 Casady Myers moved to adjourn. Mike Gustafson seconded. 4 ayesr Additional 
Flag Locations at Maxwell Cemetery -  
Attest:  _______________________, Clerk      __________________________, Chair


    Carrie Heaps                                           Joelyn L. Gast
